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Catholic Presence On-Campus 

Bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas since 1960 

1276 Donors Strong and Growing! 

“A Time to Build” capital campaign now has almost 1300 donors to 

the campaign!  Usually, we print our donor list in this newsletter as a 

way to publicly acknowledge and thank you for partnering with us.  

This wouldn’t leave enough room to tell you about all of the wonderful 

things that are happening at the Newman Center that you helped to 

make possible.  Instead, a complete list is available online at  

http://newman.unlv.edu/donorlist.html. 

2008-2009 End of  the Year Fundraising Report Now Available Online 

 

Please visit http://newman.unlv.edu/0809fundreport.html to view the report 

As Bishop of the Diocese of Las Vegas, I seek your support in helping St. Thomas 

Aquinas Newman Center as it continues its fundraising plans to erect a chapel. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Newman Center provides a strong Catholic presence on the 

campus of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, but now it is time to move forward in 

order to build a worship space to better serve the spiritual needs of our Catholic stu-

dents through liturgical celebrations, sacramental celebration, as well as offer the 

opportunity for evangelization. 

With your generous support, we will be able to meet the goals set for the new chapel.  

I thank you for your generosity in assisting the Diocese of Las Vegas to ensure the 

future of the Catholic presence on the campus of UNLV. 

Most Reverend Joseph A. Pepe, D.D., J.C.D. 

Bishop of Las Vegas 

“Now it is time to move forward in order to build a worship space 

to better serve the spiritual needs of our Catholic students.” 

A Message from the Bishop of  Las Vegas 



Car show fundraiser  

Newman Center  

Auto Show  

July 11, 2009  

4:30pm & 7pm Showing  

For ticket information call: (702) 736– 0887 or visit  

Since Last Newsletter - A recap of  Newman Center events 
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YouTube Development Video 

Please visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXWFPyX-Yak 

to watch a fly through of the future Chapel.  Music, vocals, and 

rhythm guitar by UNLV Alumnus Grant Davis, who is a former 

peer minister at the Newman Center.  Accompanying Grant on 

lead guitar is Jeffrey Von Tobel. 

 

 

 

Open house 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of events 

12:05pm: Mass celebrated by fr. Albert Felice -pace, op 

12:30pm - 3:00pm:  Open house with hors d’ourvres  

  prepared by one of our students 

Newman Center Open House 

The Newman Center held an Open House for the faculty and 

staff of the university in order to inform them of the 

opportunities and services we provide.  This is the first time we 

have ever attempted anything like this.  It will soon become a 

staple beginning of the academic year event. 

The Sunbelt Auto Collection owned by former UNLV Chancellor, Jim Rogers, was 

the site of the summer fundraising event.  The museum is not open to the general 

public and boasts the largest collection of privately owned convertible cars in the 

world.  A special thanks goes out to Jim Rogers for donating the space, Joe 

Gereghty, Jon Bastian, & Matt Swanhart for getting the ball rolling, and Erin Vishey, 

Special Events Coordinator, & the Newman Center volunteers for making this event 

happen. 



The Newman Center is very close to opening the Interfaith Library to the general public.  This is one more way the 

Newman Center can be a resource 

to the university. 

 

Our collection is lacking materials: 

*on Dominican Spirituality 

*in Spanish  

*on the Virgin Mary 

 

If you would like to donate any of 

the materials listed above, please 

call 702-736-0887 or email 

info@unlvnewman.com 

New School Year, New Faces - Meet the Newman Center Staff 
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Morgan Bird 

Evangelization Peer Minister  

& Music Coordinator 

“My door is always open, so stop by any 

time you like! And keep coming to Mass 

and Newman Center events - the time 

you spend in college goes by very fast, 

but the connections you make are 

invaluable. “ 

Daniela Carrasco 

Development Assistant 

“Kalila invited me the newbie night, and I 

really enjoyed it. Everyone was super 

nice, and I enjoyed the relaxing 

environment.” 

Vanessa Hartz 

Advertising & PR Intern 

“I served at St. Thomas More for five 

years as a core member/leader for the 

teens. I was running dry in my own 

spiritual life and the Newman Center has 

provided ways for me to experience my 

faith with a warm and welcoming 

community.” 

Kalila Magbanua-Stein 

Social Justice & Social Events Peer 

Minister 

“Being a part of the Newman Community 

is so much fun and the best way to serve 

God in our everyday lives. Our 

community is our 2nd family and we're 

thrilled for the new adventures to come 

with the new staff this year and many years to come.”  

Taylor Tokunaga 

Office Assistant 

“When I came to mass for my first 

Sunday in Vegas, the first person I 

talked to was Fr. Albert who immediately 

noticed I was wearing a little piece from 

home, my flower in my hair.  The next 

week I didn't wear a flower, and even 

before saying hi, father asked, "Taylor, 

where is your flower?!"  That alone made me smile, and 

father gave me a big hug.  Since then I have been coming 

to mass...and never forgetting to wear a flower.”  

Angela Semana 

Office Assistant 

“Being involved at the Newman center 

has changed my life in a positive way.  It 

is a lot of fun being involved with the 

activities that are held here. I feel that 

being here has brought me closer to God 

and I have became a much more 

spiritual person.  Working here I am reminded daily of the 

blessings God has given me. I'm glad to be living my life in 

a positive and productive environment with wonderful 

people.”   

A Resource to the University - Newman Center Close to Opening Interfaith Library  

Michael Kajkowski, Criminal Justice major, 

surveys the Interfaith Library collection 

These five books currently comprise the Spanish 

language section of the Interfaith Library 


